


Risher Thornberry

Risher Thornberry was born in the 1870’s. He attended Hiram Colle@#im from 1896-1897.
Risher started his varied military career as a surgeomrdbioa Hospital Ship “Relief’. He served for two and
a half years. Even though he was a Quaker, he was a man of adventi®82 he began to work for the
Y.M.C.A. in Nagasaki, Japan. Risher was relatively familiathwhe Far East having worked in the
Philippines. He moved into the Foreign Settlement in Nagasaki wevweofi@d with British and American
soldiers, Police, political advisors and missionaries. He wadasoMarshall under Consul-General Fowler.
In this capacity he worked in unison with the Nagasaki police ftweaded out of the Umegasaki Station. In

1903 he accepted a position at the Nagasaki Seaman’s Home.

The Seaman’s Home had existed in several forms since the 1860gas finally put together in 1896
as a “Temperance” Hall by donations of sailors and Christiam and women. It was then known as “The
Christian Home for Seamen.” Risher served as one of the mamddgleeshome. He served there through both

the Russo-Japanese War and the Boxer Rebellion.

During his stay in Nagasaki, Thornberry heard of several Ammeyiead British who had studied
Jujitsu with local Nagasaki Sensei; namely John J. O’Brien kdu left Nagasaki in 1900 and H. Irving
Hancock who left in 1901. Until Thornberry left Nagasaki in 1905, he stumheand off with Inouye sensei,



and also pursued training in Kodokan Judo (still called Kano-Ryu Jujitdheatime). He received a
instructors ranking scroll from Tenshin-Ryu Jujutsu before he |peinlaHee was the one and only foreigner

of the time to receive such a certificate. His scroll was certifiedtgnalator in China where he served next.

Here are some pages from his instructors scroll


















Here is a copy of the certificate of authenticity and the &nslation of the first part of the scroll. The list

of techniques were not translated in this letter.



After returning to the U.S, Risher, his wife and child lived in San@lexico). Major. Frederick
Burnham put Risher in charge of 600,000 acres that he wanted to develop. Tiydivdae there from 1909 to
1912. Because of his association with Maj. Burnham, who was an #gout and early intelligence officer,

Thornberry was given opportunities to use his martial skills.

Risher Thornberry had graduated the Presidio as a Captain. Heebandnraining and intelligence
officer for the 9" Division Intelligence school at Camp Lewis. There he was the maindtwmtin Jujitsu and
bayonet until 1918.

Thornberry later opened a school, The American School of Jiu-ditsos Angeles, CA. He also
wrote a couple of books on Jujitsu, one callédGeneral Course in Jiu-Jitst He taught Jujitsu to the
military and the LA police department even after retiring. One of his top stud@stSamuel R. Linck.

Note: His great granddaughter Barbara Chapman was kind enough tehare information and photos of
his instructors scroll and letter of translation. Barbara stated that her father told her that Risher felt he
had no impact at all on the Jujitsu community. Little did he know just how much influence he had, and
now this historic document — his Japanese Jujitsu instruors scroll has come to light from 1905 that

gives the Jujitsu community a glimpse into how jujitsu was conducted ahe turn of the 20" century.



